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INT. INDIAN RESTURANT - QUEENS - NIGHT

A large buffet style Indian resturant in Jackson Heights. OLD 
WOMEN don’t wear shoes, CHILDREN dance along to Bollywood 
music videos playing on television. 

FATIMA MAQBOOL, 23, in a flowery blue hijab sits at a table 
with ZESHAUN, 30, suit and tie. 

FATIMA
I want to be with someone who’s on 
my team. With everything that’s 
going on in the world, I can’t be 
at home fighting about how I make 
aloo gobi.  

ZESHAUN
Are there try-outs for your team?  

FATIMA
We’re in the middle of one now. 

ZESHAUN
How am I doing?

FATIMA
It’s an early call, but I’d say -- 

HUDA, 40s, Pakistani accent, in a pink hijab, jumps in from 
OFF-FRAME. She is Fatima’s mother. 

HUDA
You’re killing it. Have a samosa. 

Fatima shoves her mom out of frame. 

FATIMA
I’d say it looks promising. What 
are you looking for, Zeshaun? 

ZESHAUN
I’m looking for a woman who’s 
passionate about helping others. 
Maybe she’s getting a masters in 
public policy or she volunteers for 
immigrant justice organizations. 

FATIMA
I know someone like that, but she 
sings Rihanna in the shower, badly, 
if that’s what you’re into.  



HUDA
Keyword here being “shower.”  

FATIMA
Excuse us. 

(hides her and Huda behind 
a menu)

Just because he’s your friend’s son 
doesn’t mean I need your help. 

HUDA
You’ve rejected ten men in a row. 
Sorry for being nervous about my 
daughter jeopardizing her chance to 
go to grad school. 

FATIMA
You said it was paid for. 

HUDA
It will be when you say “I do”. 

Fatima drops the menu. 

FATIMA
What?! What happened to the loan?

HUDA
I will no longer pay interest for 
loans. As the Qu’ran says, it’s a 
sin. 

Huda shows Zeshaun a Qu’ran app on her phone displaying the 
text: GOD CONDEMNS USURY, AND BLESSES CHARITIES.

HUDA (CONT’D)
We’re very traditional.

FATIMA
You can’t gamble with my future! 
This is crazy, even for you -- 

RASOOL (O.S.)
Crazy in love, yes!

RASOOL, 50s, also from Pakistan, wears a camera, SLAMS a 
laptop on the table. He is Fatima’s father. 

RASOOL (CONT’D)
My girl has seen the world. 

SLIDESHOW: Fatima in line at the DMV, doing laundry, getting 
her diaper changed. ROMANTIC GHAZAL music plays. 
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RASOOL (CONT’D)
With your help, we can create the 
next album: the album of marriage.

FATIMA
(blocking the laptop)

Dad, what did I say about the 
slideshow?!

RASOOL
I’m wooing him! One of us has to. 

FATIMA
I’m tired of you two pulling stuff 
like this. I’m using that loan.

ZESHAUN
It’s no problem, Fatima. I would 
love to invest in your future. 

FATIMA
You know about this? 

ZESHAUN
Yes! These are hard times for our 
people and I’d be happy to 
contribute to the cause. 

FATIMA
Plus you’d get a wife out of it. 

ZESHAUN
Exactly! Wait, that came out wrong.

FATIMA
Thanks for the offer, but I can 
take care of myself. Goodbye. 

Fatima leaves, all eyes on her. 

RASOOL
(re: Zeshaun)

He’s still paying for dinner, 
right? 

Off Fatima strutting down the aisle, past all of the GOSSIP:

OPENING TITLES
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